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CLAIMS TURKEY AS ALLY.
l Germany Says Porte Will Join Her

| - -
’ Against Russia and England.
Speciol to The New York Times.

| WASHINGTON, Aug. 30.—The most
significant of all messages received via
' the Sayville radio route from Berlin
| was made public today by the German
' Embasgsy in Washington. According to
| this message, which came to the embassy
.early this morning from the Foreign
'Office in Berlin, Turkey 'is going to
_participate in the European war ag an
“ally of Germany and Austris against
Russia’and England, and there are hints
In the dispatch of ** fatal -consegquences "’
'to England from her Moslem subjects.

! The dispatch also brought information
' that John Burns, who resigned from the
! Asquith Ministry, in which he held the
post of President of the Board of Trade,
| because he was opposed to Gredt Britain
' becorning inveclved in the European war,
has made a speech against the policy of
. Sir Edward Grey, the British Foreign
; Secretary, and that this has created d
| deep impression. No allugion to such &
: speech by Mr. Burns in criticlsm of Sir
Edward Grey had been received from
! England through any of the regular
i news channels.

' The dispatch to the embassy follows:
~ “"Former Ministar Burns's speech
Fa.ga.!nst Grey's policy causes deep im-
| pression; hints fatal consequences from
Mohammedan subjects.

} “ News from Constantinople fore-
' shadows the actlve participation of Tur-
' key against Russia and England.

i ** Prof. Delbrueck explains unheard-of
iummimity of Germans by the conviction
‘that a struggle for life has been forced
!upon them.

| ' The East Prussian authoritles recall
| fugitives after great victory at Gilgen-
"bureg.”’ '
' A. Rustem Bey, the Turkish Ambas-
| sador henr:, .sald tonight that he had
: received no werd from his Government
indicating that it Intended to join the
‘Buropean conflict. He saild he had
-not heard from his Government for sev-
ieral weeks, posslbly because of dis-
turbed cable communications.

There had been intimations that the

Moslems might be stirred up to revolt
throughout the British Empire, and
‘that there might be unrest in India and
Egypt. Suggestions had been made
that German influences were fostering
revolution among these ratives, but this
.8 the first official intimation that the
German Government seems to expect
trouble among Mohammedan subjects
of Great Britain.

The offlcial German statemeant corrob-
orgtes reports recelved by other mem-
berg of the Diplomatic Corps that Tur-
key was planning to aid Germany, and
it had been feared that the Ottoman
Empire would sesek to start a revolt
among the Mcslems of India.

The embassy anncuncement of the
expected * active participation * of Tur-
key follows very closely the news re-
ports of the sending of German army
antd navy officers and subalterns to Con-
stantinopie. The Turkish Army has
been under German instruction for many
vears, It is thought that the officers
reported as having been sent from Ger-
many to Turkey are to serve the Turks
in the direction of their military and
naval forces.
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KILLED 2000 TURKS
OF CRACK CORPS

British Also Inflicted a Loss of
5,000 Wounded in Dat-
danelles Fight..

Said by Turks to Have
Been 2,000 Killed.

|that the recent Turkish attack against

FRENCH IN FIERCE BATTLE

Losses in Attack Near Sedd-'el-Ba.hr‘

. |

PARIS, May 24.—News received here:
from the Dardanelles is to the effect:
the British troops near Kaleh Tepe, (on}.
the Furopean side, opposite Nagara,) by |
two TMurkish divisions, was caretuilyl
prepared by General Liman von Sanders, !

the German commandsr, and his staff,

with thé object not only of inflicting a
check on the Allleg, but of raising the
spirits of the Turkish troops and rec-:
assuring public opinion, which is said
to have been profoundly impressed by |
the Heavy Turkish losses at the begin-|
ning of May. !

General von Sanders brought up the
First Army Corps, a crack organization
which had been reserved for the defense
of Constantinople. The landing of these
troops was greatly hampered by the
bombardment from the Allles’ aero-
planes. Two divisions of this corps
which had been put asore the night be-
fore at Maidos, immediately marched
to Kaleh Tepe and attacked the Aus-

tralians and New Zealanders the night
of May 18-19. They were completely
heaten, however, losing 2,000 men killed
and 5,000 wounded, the reports say.

In the southern end of the peninsuln
the French troops faced strong defen-
gsive work. At certain points they ad-
vanced to within a few yards of the
Turks, and fierce bayonet and hand-
grenade fighting followed. In one of
these hand-to-hand struggles it is as-
serted that a Colonial infantryman
named lLaborde spontaneously took the
lead as his group was entering a Turk-
ish trench and by throwing grenades
succeeded unaided in stopping a Turkish
counter-attack and preventing quick-
firers from being used until he fell
wounded.

The fighting at Kaleh Tepe, referred
to in the above dispatch, was reported
in THE TiMmEsS of Saturday, in a cable-
gram from General Sir lan Hamilton to
the Governor of Victoria, Australia.
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40,000 TURKISH WOUNDED.

Dardanelles Troops Crowd Constan=
tinople KFlospitals. 1
Special Cable to THE WEW YORK TIMES. |

CONSTANTINOPLE, (via Bucharest;)
May 29.—Italy’s entrance into the arena
alongside the Allies has had a profound
effect throughout Turkey, as the news-
papers conceale@ the real position and
represented Italy as likely to support the
Turks, owing to her suspicion of the

Mediterranean peolicy of Russia. )
The town iz full of wounded soldiers

rTeady exceed 40,000,

from Gallipoli, where the casualties al-
{ Bvery etfort, how-
ever, i5 being made to prevent any com-
munpication between the inmates of ‘the
military hospitals and the general pub-
lic, .As the existing accommeodations for
the wounded were - insufficient, an open
space between Haidan Pasha Hospital
and the sea is covered with tents in
which patients are attended. Meanwhile,
the rosiest bulletins are issued of the sit-
uation, but they no longer deceive any
one, The arsena]l and repairing yards.
at Stenv, on the Bosporus, are now be-|
ing run by the Krupps. German engin-|
eers are building a light aillway from.
Beikos to Sungaldak for coal transport, |
as the activity of the Russian fleet hin-;
ders the bringing of supplies by sea. |
The coal problem for the na is very
serious, as only 2,000 tons of Welsh coal
are left. . .

The Germans are still making efforts
to smuggle ammaunition through to
Turkey. Red Cross material passing
through, for example, was found to con-
tain sections of a submarine and &an
aeroplane. An X-ray examination of
the baggage of a German diplomatic
courier at Predeal, on the Austro-Ru-
manian frontier, revealed the fact that
its contents consisted of mine cases and
asphyxiating bombs, while the day be-
fore sixteen boxes of cartridge cases
were seized at Giurgiu among the be-
longings of an Austrian courier on his
way to Turkey.

I have seen a reliable eyewitness of
the Armenian massacres. He says the
situation in Armenia 1s perfect hell, and
that the inhabitants are maddened bY
war, typhus, and famine., On May L?
several bands of Xurdish horsemen
made a concerted rush into the
Armenian quarters at Moush, first at-
tacking the shopkeepers in the bazaay,
burning, looting and murdering as they
went. The massacre went on till far
in. the night, even the regular polide
joining., Fully 250 men were Kkilled.
The women, if old and ugly, were
murdered or beaten; if younﬁ and
pretty, were taken away. The childrn
generally were spared, but a few were
put to death for sheer amusement, The
political effect of these horrors is very
deep in Constantinople, as many of the
best officials of the Turkish Govern-
ment are Armenians.

The heir apparent now speaks opeuly
of the necessity of a separate peace.

I traveled with a German officer from
Constantinople, who had just been ap-
pointed te the command of the prision-
ers’ camp at Ulm. He said he hoped he
would have the English prisoners uniier
him, as he wanted to visit the sins of
the nation on them, and calmly «nd
rather proudly confessed that when he
was at the front in France, near Lille,
he had on two occasions done away
with British prisoners.
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TURKS DEPOPULATE
“TOWNS OF ARMENIA

' Great Territory Have Been
Driven from Homes.

600,000 STARVING ON ROAD

‘Adds That More Than 100,000
' ‘Greeks Have Been Deported from
the Mediterranean Coast.

. A _traveler who has just arrived in
New York from Turkey, . where he was
long a resident, told THE TIMES yester-
day of conditions as he found them in
Constantijnople, and of the wholesale de-
portations of Armenians from the in-
terior districts of Asiatic Turkey. For
reasons that are valid the narrator does
not wish to have his name published,
but Tae TIMES can vouch for his quali-
tications as an observer, especially of
conditions in the Armenian distriet.

Leaving Sivas, where he spent some

time, he. proceeded to Constantinople
and thence to Athens, from which port
he sailed for New York. When in Con-
stantinople about four weeks ago, he
said, the tension was pretty high. In
official circles it was maintained that
everything was proceeding smoothly for
the Turks, but theré were many indi®
viduals, he said, who expressed dis~-
couragement. These put little faith in
Germany’'s motives in aiding Turkey,
and some even charged Enver Pasha
with having sold out to Germany for
money. - .
. German doctors and nurses told him
that long after the beginning of hos-
tilities Germany had got more than 2,000
officers into Turkey through Rumania,
disguised as surgeons and Red Cross
helpers. The ruses of faise bottoms in
care .and the .labeling of munitions as
other comnodities to smuggle supplies
through Rumania were ailso the sub-
jects of boast. Krom what he observed
in Constantinople and from the dis-
patches since leaving there, he judged
the Allies were about through with the
Gallipoli end of the campaign and ready
to chase the Turks out of Europe. In
case it should become necessary to
evacuave Constantinople he said Xonia
would become the new capital, and that
he understood some of the records had
already been removed there.

* The Armenians of the interior,” he
said, ‘; have been deported in the direc-
tion of 'Mosul. At the time 1 left
Sivas ‘two-thirds of them had gone from
the city, including all Protestants,
teachers, and pupils. According to my
best knowledge and opinion, with the,
exception of Armenian soldiers and pris-:
oners, and a very “few exceptions, who
for various reasons were necessary to’
the Goveriment, all Armenians are gone
from.Sivas. According to what [ con-
sider good authority, I believe it to be
true that the entire Armenian popula-|
tion from Erzerum to and: including

Gemereh, near Cesarea, and from Sam- |
soun to and including Harpoot, has been!
deported. There is also a movement in;
the central field which had not become'
general, but will doubtless become so.
More than 100,000 Greeks from the
Marmora and Mediterranean coast have
been deported. :

‘ We heard many rumors of massacres, |
but I have no evidence on the subject.
To my knowledge no general massacres
have occurred in the Sivas villayet., Not
a few men have been killed in one way
and another.

“ This general movement against Ar-
menians began months ago in arrests
for alleged revoluuonary activity and
in search of guns and Dombs.

* After I had seen thousdnds of people
start out’'I came to the conclusion that
if dnything could ope done to stop this
terrible erime, which impresses me as
ten. times worse than any massacre, . it
must be done in Constantinople. 1In
Constantinople I found that the whole
plan of deporcation was one of the cen-
tral Government and that no pressure
from the Embassies had been able to
do anything to stop it.

‘I believe there is imminent danger
of many of these people, which I ‘esti-
mate for the Sivas, Erzerum, and Har-

oot - villayets to be 600,000, starving to

eath on the road. They took food for
a few days, but did not dare take much
morney with them, as, if they did so, |
it is doubtful whether they would be
allowed to keep it. Our Ambassador'’
promised to do what he could and gave
me some hope that some relief funds
might be sent to Harpoot at once. It

| people of two'. villages.

is questignable whether relief work will
ever be allowed, but it ought to -be
undertaken if possible.

““ It was impossibie to.carry out. of
Turkey one address or a scrap of writ-
ing of anv kind. 1 bought an empty
account book and started a new travel-
ing expense account, after crossing tne
border. . : - . .

“I met on the rbad near Talas the
They were go-
ing on foot, with less "than a donkey
to a family, no food, no bedding, hardly
any men, and many .of the women'bare-
footed and carrying children. A, case
in Sivas worthy of notice was tnat of
a woman whose husband hdd worked in
a hospital as a soldier nurse for many
months. She contracted tyhus and was
broughi to the hospital. Her mother, a
woman between 60-and 70,- got up from-a
sick bed to go and care for their seven
children, the eldest of which was about
12. A few daysebefore the deportation
the husband was imprisoned and exiled
without examination or fault, When
the quarter in which they lived went
the mother got out of bed in the hos-
pital and was put on an.oxcart to-go
with her children.” M
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THE DEFENCE OF
EGYPT.

TURKS PREPARING TO
ADVANCE.

SIR H. MCMAHON IN
CAIRO.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

CAIRO, Jax. 6.

Tn spite of cconomic distress and Arab dis-
Content and the lack of equipment even among
meny of the Turkish troops, the Ottoman
leaders, inspired by their German advisers,
seem decided to attempt an advance on the
Canal. To this end they have massed large
forces and collected large quantities of supplics,
transport, and animals, including some 13,000
camels. But their advanco towards the West
must bo vory slow. The desert presents
terrible difficulties, above all for the move-
uent of any artillery powerful and numerous
enough to be used with any effect against the
Canal defences. And, asswming that the
cnemy overcomes the desert, how can he
tackle the problem of the Canal defences with,
humanly speaking, any hope of success?
Meanwhile the Turkish forces have not moved
westward of El Arish, and have not been in
contlict on Egyptian territory since the engage-
ment of November 21 at Bir el Nuss

i i from
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_ THE 'TURKISH" MENACE»TO EGYPT. '
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months which preceded the Turkish attack on
the Allies, and since then, has held the highly
responsible post of Acting British Agent in Cairo
in a manner honourable to. himself end to the
country, while his conduct of tho delicate
negotiations which preceded  the clevation . of
Sultan Hussein to the Throne won the admira-
tion of all who know the facts.

‘Thanks to the prudence and firmness of Sir
Ronald Grsham, supported by a capable
British and Egvption stoff, and the confidence
which he and they inspire among the best native
elements, the attempts made by Turkish and

erman agents to stir up trouble in Egypt since
ghq e:ulbrenk of the Great War havo- utterly
ailed.

DISCONTENT 18 SYRIA
The Press Buresu reports” from & _trust-
worthy source in Domascus that Zekki Pasha,
is post, has

to i
sources published in to-night's
discontent and distress provail in Syris. The
fellabeen are suffering from the efiects of tho
mobilization, accompanied by the wholesale
Tequisitions of provisions, livestock, ‘and trans-
port. Those able-bodied men who were not
called to the colours arc now subjected to a
corvéc. The beasts bired and goods requisi-
tioned are seldom paid for, and the payment

sometimes offered is usually far below the
value  of 2 goods. Thus, the § hs
of the Beni-Sukhur Beduin were recentl.

ordered to supply 600 camels. the hire offered
being o napoleon per camel, but they received
only” 60 napoleons in all on their arrival at
F The indi i this

Jed them to pillage the arms depdt at Beer
sheba and flec with their heasts into the castern
desert, killing several of the soldiers who
oinly tried to arrest them at Amman. It is
only thanks to an excellent hervest that the
population aro not already suffering from
famine.

The aitempts to stir up religious fanaticism
have generally failed. The German Consul at
Damascus. who was present at tho Omayyad
mosque when the Holy War was proclaimed,
must needs ade the congregation after the
proclamation had been read, but, so far from
arousing enthusiasm, his efforts had o chilling
effcot. On the other hand, it must bo said that
missionaries who have recently arrived from
Syria seem to have been well treated by the
authorities, and there are grounds for hoping
that the * hostages ™ held at Aleppo will ex.
perience soldierly courtesy at the hands of
their. captors. is connexion mention must
be made of the loyalty of 18 Indian Moslem

Turkish subjects and join tho enomy’s forces,
but all stedfastly refused to be uniaithful
to their salt. .

GERNANS MASTERS.

The movement of Arab soldiery from the
#outh to the north, which I reported when in
Constantinople, still persists. Turkish troops
are taking the place of Arabs, and many Arab
ofticers havo been superseded by Turks.  Some
of those remaining in the country aro said to
express the hope that the war will bring Otto-
man misgovernment to an end. During o recent
Teconuaissance of the coast effected by & land-
ing party from a Russisn cruiser an Arab
officer in command of a Turkish detachment
met and shook hands with tho Russian officer
in command, and assured him that he would not.
open hostilities if the landing party abstained
from aggressive action, and only refused to give
his visitor military information. But while the
Turks are ousting the Arabs, the Germans
scem to be ousting the Turks. Colonel Kress
von Kressenstein with his large German staff is,
rather than Djemal Pasha, master of the situa.
tion.

The recent publication in the local Press of
&n accurate m authoritative sources
of the military situation in Syria, with news of
the disastrous defeat of the Ottoman forces in
the Caucasus, has done much to allay a foolish
tendency to panic which has several times been
noticeable among sections of tho European and
still more of the native population since the
outbreak of war. In this connexion a truo and
entertaining st is told of the experiences
of a Cairo bookseller. Encouraged by the
enthusiasn with which Egypt greoted the
Turkish revolution in 1908, this ‘worthy man
invested in 5,000 Turkish and Arabic grammars,
{_o: which he hoped to find a good market in

! .

T tock when the great war broka out.
As the attitade of the Porte grow more and
moro unfriendly to the Allics, the sale of the
grammars increased by leaps and bounds, and
when Turkoy committed her final folly the shop
was invaded by crowds of E; ians, A fow

of these wero Turkish sympathizers, but most

of tham frightened Iifionds who wishod i6 | A

Jearn the languago of tho invaders whom thoy
expected to bo emong them in a fow days
time and who hoped thus to keep their posts.
The fortunate bookseller has now sold out
his entire stock, and only Tegrets that ho did
mot order 10,000 copies of the graramar in 1908,

ARRIVAL OF THE HIGH
COMMISSIONER.
JANUARY 9.
ir Henry McMahon, the High Comumis-
sioner, landed this morning at Alexandria from

a British warship. He was recoived with full

military honours and a salute of 19 guns.

Sir Milne Cheetham, the Governor of Alex-
endrie, and the high British and native officiels
were on the quay to receive him. He arrived
in Cairo during the afternoon by special train.
“Here ho was welcomed by Said Pasha, Zulfikar,

the Grand omberlain, representing the
‘Sultan, the Agency stofi, Cenersl Sir John
‘Maxwell. the Ministers and the British Ad-
* visers, and the senior British and native officials.
The guord of honour inside.the station was
furnis%:cd by Territoriels, that outside was
mounted by units from the Egyptian Army.

As the train.steamed in o salute was fired
from the Citadel. Sir Henry was in diplo-
‘matic uniform, and Jooked very well. He
-inspected the guard. of honour end the more

were to him.
+Afterwards, eccompanied by Sir Milne Cheetham
‘and escorted by yeomanry, ho drove to the
Agency along streets crowded with spectators.

" General satisfection is expressed jn British

. |to havo

who was recently removed from his

issued & ot ion in D in which it
is stated :—*" If the enemy bombard the coast
towns we shall make no defence but slaughtor
tho Christians and foroigners in the interior.”
The Sheikh ot the great Omayyad Mosque in
Damascus, after tho sermon on Fridey took
off his turban, threw it down on to the pave-
ment, and cried out to the people * Tread on it.””
Allpresent shou * God. forbid!™ - The
Sheikh continuod, *“ Yet it is better to tread on
my turban than murder in cold blood the
Christians who, like us, pay tribute to our
Sulton. This war is no Jehad, but onme of
Christisns against Christians, and you must
remember that the Prophet forbade us to com-
mit murder, and particularly enjoinod upon us
to be kind and servicesble to our neighbours.”

*4* The honours conforred on- Sir Milno
Cheotham and Sir Ronald Ciraham havenot yet,
been officially announced.in London.

THE TRANSIT OF THE DESERT.
(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)
ATHENS, Jax. 8.

The 8th Turkish Army Corps has left Damascus
for' the Fgyptian frontier, the'troops being
officered by 120 Germans. Six thousand
additional camels were bought for the transit
of tho desert.

A telegram from Beirut states that foreign
residents havo been deported to Damascus,
and two Englishmen who attempted flight
wero taken thero in chains.

GOVERNMENT-OWNED SHIPS
IN AMERICa.

PRESIDENT TO PRESS THE BILL.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
. WASHINGTON, Jax. 10.
In o rousing speech at Indianapolis the
President on Friday proclaimed his
dotermination to press the Ship Purchase Bill,
“So far it is known,” he said, “th.t ocean
freight rates have gone up in some instances to
10 times the ordinery figure: and that - tho

grain and cotton, cannot get a profit out of the

the other side of the sea because the whole
profit is eaten up by the extortionato charges
for ocesn carriage.”

have their ships. The Republican minority
have no right ‘to stand in the way of the ro-
leaso of American products to tho world,
They are, moreover, a diminishing ond unropre-

a generation Jias had no new ideas.

The Ropublicans aro furious at what they
regurd as on insult to men liko Senator Lodge
and Senator Root, and accuse tho President of
using the same mcans to create a fictitious de-
mand for his Bill as Mr. Bryen used to push his
Free Silver campdign. The business world
believes that tho policy.of the Bill is economi-

views of the moro cereful type of Democrats,
writes i—

What busines s men at onco disinterested and woll
informed have cncouraged him to porsist in his pro-
posal to invest. millions of Government money in
a trado that privato capital avoids because of the
bopelessness of profits under existing . Jaws ?
committeo of {he Chamber of Commoree regorted
L e

ships that wero_engaged in,the Europeat
ould directly irvite:contraband troubles far more
than the inconvenierco resalting from the

ious
Atlantic freight rates.

serioy
high

‘MR. “WILSON’S MEXICA!
POLICY.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
‘WASHINGTON, Jax. 10.

A pronouncement made by President Wilson
in his speech at Indianapolis which has produced
commotion in political circles was his un.
equivocal statement that so far as he was con-
cerned Mexico might “continue- to stew - for
ever in her own juice. i

Have not the Buropear nations-(he said) takenas
long as they wanted and spilt as much blood as they
pleased in settling their affairs, and shall we deny
that to Mexico because she is weak ?  No, T say. I
am proud to belong to a great nation thiat says * This
country which we could crush shall bave just as much
freedom in her own affairs as we have.” .

A comparison of this announcoment with Mr.
Wilson's attitude towards Mexico, while Goneral
Huerta was in power, together with the con-
tinued relapse of. the country into bloody and
ruinous chaos—the- guillotine is actually said

n set ‘up—is Jikely to turn the
sporadic animadyersions against the President's
licy.in_the Senate into a session of bitter
g:b;m It is elready 'being. asked”
view of tho earlor phasos of ¢

ible with the

fixed '

farmers of the United States, those who raise ! t

great prices which.people are willing to pay on | desired

Merchants and farmers, he continued, must | o

| sentative body—tho relics of a party which for | "

cally scarcely sounder than bimetellism, and | 3téas o
oven tho New York Timcs, which ropresents the | Eomuinod in oar mendr Tho Gghics at Soissons | §foo;

n trado we |

~GERMAN WAR N

WS.

- 'THE FIGHTING IN ALSACE.

The following war nois is officially circulated
through" German wireless stations ‘and received
by tho Marconi Company

BERLLY, “Ja
Main Headquarters repors run as follows :—
On._the Western front there havo been very heavy
rains, which- have scemed moro liko  cloudburets,
Thunder was heard all day sesterdny. Tho Lys at
somo places has overflowdd its’ banks.
Several cnemy attacks xorth-cast of ‘Soissons were
‘Deaten off witl severo 1oss to tho French. A French
ack, also: near Perthes, north of Chélons, was
repulsed with serero loss to the encmy.
““In tho' Eastern scction of tho Argonne our troaps
suctosstally stormed the Freach positions and took
1.200 prisoners and some mine-throwers'and a bronzo
Mauser. - A Lorraino- battalion and the ~Hessian
Landwehr particularly distinguished themsclves in
fight. . . >

=

this . .

Ono of our advance trenches, which we at the time
were nob occupying, near Flirey, was occupied by the
Fronch and at onco blown up. The whole of the
French ‘occupantsiwere killed. :

- Both.west and south of Seanheim (Cernay) there is
nothing to-report. . - i
The vo been driven out of Upper Burn-

i eir old positions,

siser arrived at the headquarters of the Gth
Army for the putpose of celebrating the 70th birth-
day of King. Ludwig of Bavaria, together with the
Bavarian Crown Prince and bis officers. - In tho toast
the - Kaiser expressed his '
Dresent, and drank
Kibg, who, ho said, could look with the most justifi-
able pride upon his brave troops. Wil o
it was impoésiblo to doubt the result of the heavy
fighting in which they wove engnged.

In the House of Lords Lord Crowe, ‘stated that the
A ity admitted that tho Formidabls had been
sunk by: two torpedoes flied from @, submarine.

Vienna.—As the general position o big
battle had taken In the castern section of the

o sou
ittack upon our outposts failed completely.

.—Noews is to hand from London to the effect
that all Bulgarians.now living abroad who belong to

tho Army have been called to tho_colours.

The Municipal Council of Berlin has approved of
the expenditure of 160,000 marks (£7,600) for a git
to von Hindenbu:

1t is roported from New York that a revolution has
,in Hoiti. ~The forcign intetests are being
protectod by the Usited States.
g

According to information received from Basel cight
Russian Genorals have been seriously injured. in {he
battles at Lodz and Lowicz.,

German, Eastern Arm; that o few days
an armistice was arrang cortain point on the

"The war corrospondent of the Reichsost with tho
'y rvp:;u ! 1c

front betwoen tho Germans and the Russians for the
e B

purpose of burying the dead.
_FRENCH FLEET IN THE ADRIATIC.
| gAn articl in the Journal de Genice trics to explain
the lack of success marking tho operations of,the
Fronch TFleet, which undertook tho task of. pro-
tocting the Montenogrin coast without possessin;
jroper naval baso in the Adriatie:
to be able to uso the harbour of Cattaro for il
ufpose, but the capture of Cattaro did not eventuate,
he glorious rusistance of (his port- constitutes one
i 1t was generally belioved
it was impossible to’ defend Cattaro becauso it
is dominated by Lovtcen. Ii scoms, Lowever, that
Lovteen did not bave
llery positions -erected
he rest of the winter.
as,

3
g

in 1015 and 1916, sre al
was probably the combination of these circumstancos

ady in commission. It

which forced ‘tho French Admiral to chango his
ns.

JANTARY 10,
Main Headquarters reports the following :—

The bad weather lasted all through yesterday
in-the Western {heatre of the wor. The Lys has
in certain places left the river-bed and flooded ths
country to a width of 800 metros.

The cnemy’s attempts to throw us.ont of our
positions in (ke duncs at Niouport have failed.

North-cast of Soissons " the  Fren
Over " 100 prisoners
ro
itSelf have recommenced to-day. .

West and east. of Porthos, northeeast of the camp
of Chilons, tho Frenth have again fiercely attacked,
but their ' attacks broko down' with very
losses to them. We took about 150 prisoners.

* gron

n the Argonno wo gained further ground,
A |In fhis district, a3 well as in_ the' neighbourhiood of
t | Aprémont and north of Toul, the battles.continue.

THE STRUGGLE AT BURNHAUPT.
Tn the evening of Jam
tried to tako the vill
night attack. The atfack fa
£r00ps took 'a farther 230 Frend
‘captured one machine-gun, o
taken at Upper Burnhaupt is increased fo t
ofticers, 420 men, ‘and'ono-mackine-gan. nc)
apparently, suffered heavy losses slto on this ooca-
sion, ‘as’ great’ numbers of killed and_injured are
lying beforo our front and in the neighbouring
woods,

'In Upper Alsace trivial cngagoments only took
Placo yesterday, At - about midnight our troops
repelied o French alfack at Lower Aspach.
“THo weather in tho Eastern theatro of tho war
Tho situation remained
Unimportant
ero ropulsed.
cord(ng tor repo ived from Bydnoy, the
Governor'and civil ofiials of Hubertshohoe have been
released on parole and aro leaving for San Francisco
onJanuary 10, together with other Germans.
;1 is officially reported from Vienna that a night
attack of - tho ‘cnemy on tho liclghts north-cast. of
Zakliczyn hus. boen repulsed yesterday. .

'_TREATME_NT OF PRISONER!
. ' IN FRANCE. .
(FROM OUROWN ' CORRESFONDENT.)
. PARIS; Taw.- 10.
The, French, Giovernment,: having. vainly en-
deavoured-to obtain smelioration of the lot of
the French prisoners in'Germany, has now de-
cided to Fluee tho German prisoners in France
ly the same footing as regards pay,
tobacco 'as that accorded to- the

i
ench prisoners in Germany, and will maintain
this"attitudo until conditions Germany alter.

Messrs, T, Cools and Son wish to disclaim the

‘and Egyptisn circles at the by his
~Majesty’s Government of tho: great services
rendered to Great Britain and Egypt by the
Acting British High Commissioner and by .the
“former Adviser to the Minister of the Interior.
‘€ir ¥ilne Cheetham, hoth during-the anxious

to-them in our Peking

United States towards in’ general
and Europe'in particular to allow her neighbour
to pursue constitutionzl freedom along tho sanie
hopeless and barbarous paths%s those followed
by the French Revolution at’its worst.

C 1 article *“ Overland. to tho Far
st ™ for sloigh . bookings between Kerangi
and Tornea. T%\s tickets appear to have been
those of-a firm’ in: Stockliolm who are Messrs,
Cook’s- correspondents. .

which public opi
3 illusi

h | Perhaps so. although

tages of this fratricidal cont

BERLIN ON NEW YEAR'S

——

GROWING RESPECT FOR THE
- ENEMY

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

s AMSTERDAY, Jax. 6.
The Berlin corvespondent of the Telcgraaf,
deseribing (Jonuary 5)- the beginning of tho
new year in Berlin, seid that he had never seen
such’ empty streets. “Even in Unter den

SANTA CLAUS IN SERBIA.

"DISTRIBUTION OF AMERICAN
GIFTS.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)
KRAGUIEVATZ, Jax. 8.
During a recent visit to Nish I was ablo to be
present at the distribution of gifts brought over
by the American Ssnta Claus ship. The ar-
rangements had been well carried out by &

Linden and in the there wes
not a sign of crowding, to say nothing of excite-
ment, to bo observed. The thoughts of the great
ublic who . remained quietly at homo were
of tho.great fumily in gho field, the frightful
battlefields in East and West, the hundreds of
thousands of sacrifices, the sorrows in tens of
thousands of homes, the wounded in the
bospitals, the anxious titne which awaited them
in tho now year. No squibs and crackers
aroused merry fright among the young people,
no poli d with paper
by pretty girls, who don't meen any harm,
no hats wero bashed in, no. window opened in
order to call ‘Prosit Neujshr’ through the
silont street at night. Hundreds of bells, however,
rang the old. bloody year out and the new
bloody year in.

*“Nover has the tragedy of our time been
mado 5o cléar to me as on this night when [
stood all alone in'front of the old Nicoliii Church
in" the heart of our old Berlin. N thing has
been ablo to disturb tho sad feeling—neither
the fuvourable report from Poland nor the
50,000 or 60,000 Russian prisoners and the
spoils of war. R

GrUMBLERS TO THE FORE

* Thoso who are outside cannot judge of the
opinion here. Pessimists and optimists alter-
nate. with each other like rain and sunshine,
‘frost and thaw. For many the war proceeds
too slowly. Thoy had reokoned on a quicker
course, on & speedier peace.  For others some
commanders ato worthless. Thoy lay the blame
on General this and General that. Others,
again, grumble about the ‘mildness’ twith
which'tﬁe authorities behave towards Belgians
and Northern Frenchmen. Thoy even demanded
on Christmas Day, like savage Hottentots,
‘an eye for an oyo and a tooth for &
tooth. * They also. spoke about the much

o at humonity of tho Imperial
Chancellor and’ censured him. Herr Konrad
Houssmatin' himself said in 7z :—* Some
reproach’ the Chancellor and the Minister for
Foreign Afiairs for not having taken care to
bring one more slly into the European arena.’
These peoplo.aro now already raging over tho
future conditions  of peace inasmuch  as
they will not, bo satisfattory. One hears indeed
in secret another Chancellor ‘spoken of.

“ Von der Goltz is also furiously attacked by
these people. He has shown himsolf too kind
and too mild in regard to the Belgians ! Herr

sussmann, who has never had & gag in his
mouth, gives o slap to the National Liberal
leader, Herr Bassermann. It will be remembered,
perhaps, that this ‘ military adjutant’ of the
Jérman Governor at Antwerp said, * What wo
have once occupied we shall never aguin leave !’
Herr Haussmann implies that Horr Bassermann
causes ‘ confusion of opinion,’ while he is still
in the position from very near to study the
problems which have to be solved in Belgium.

A Sarorary REACTION.

“ W lie with our noses above the kettle in

inion simmers and boils. The
usion of a epeedy peaco has long since dis-
appeared-in smoke. Pessimism has caused no
damage. Ono cen only say that the reaction has
Bad an excellent effect. The great public learns
more and more to respect its opponents, . Only
ogeasionally now. does one hear snarling at

3

o

over which the Bishop of Nish pre-
sided, and it was ss if the sunshine of May had
unexpeotedly fallen across the path of thousands
of destitute Serbian families during this Ortho-
dox Yuletide. The distribution was Jimited
to those in receipt of municipal relief. It was
satisfactory to note that & large proportion of
the presents were in the nature of clothes and
garments,for while it is not pleasant to deny the
children tho passing joy on this occasion of the
receipt-of & railway or a teddy bear, the most
pressing need in Serbia to-day is to clothe the
naked end to feed the hungry among tho re.
fugees. Nowhere, perhaps, has tho great
initiative of the American g):c@les worked so
much real happiness as in_Serbia.

The Scotch Suffregist Red Cross unit of
four doctors and 25 nurses has arrived and is
installed in Kraguidvatz.

Tui MILITARY SITUATION.

So for as military operations aro concerned
the situstion is stationary. The Austrians sre
igging themselves in on’ the northern frontier
and opinion is divided as to shether or not they
will soon resume the offensive. In eny case the
military _outhorities hero remain on the qui
vive. The men have enjoyed the first repose
since the beginning of tho war.  They
all in excollent spirits and again ready for
fray. .

are
the

FRENCH SUCCESS IN THE
CAMEROON.

BRITISH CONGRATULATIONS.
PARIS, Jax. 9.

M. Doumergue, French Minister for the

lonies, has received tho following com:
munication from the Governor of Frenct
West Africa :—

‘The Germans in great force violently attackec
Edéa in the Cameroon.. Thoy were ropulsec
with considerable losses. Twenty Europeant
and 54 native soldiers were left on the field,
We scized a machine-gun and 50 rifles. Ow
losses wero very slight. The British General hac
cabled his heartiest congratulations to M
Ponty, the Governor-General of Fronch Wesf
Alfricd, on_tho brilliant success of the Frenct
troops.—Reuter.

*,* Edea lies on the River Sanags, 56 miler
from tho cosst. It is an jmportant statior
on the railway from Duala to the soutb-cas
tof the Cameroon. The position was oceupiec
on ‘October 26 by o French forco under th
command of Cglonel Mayer, with tho coopera
tion of o British naval and military forco.

LAST GANG OF REBELS
CAPTURED,

PRETORIA, Jax. 9.
It is ofticially announced that u small banc
of rebels near the Bechuanaland border, wh
had vainly endeavoured to escape to Cermar
South-West" Africa, has been captured. The
whole of the last gang of rebels in the Transvas
is thus now for.—Reuter,

an
Belgian francs-tireurs. The French could reckon
hero on’ almost exaggerated sympathy. The
cloverness and the power of endurance of tho
‘red breeches’ are belauded, the firing on the
Red Cross and other atrocities are now no
longer described from day to day.

‘“Aro political dosigns concealed by " this ?

lic can bo influenced in this way.

opinion lurks in tho German peoplo itself, as
sympathy is manifesting itself more and moro
for the ‘down-trodden Bolgians. Only such
newspapers es the Kreuz Zeitung and the Post
are still unable to abandon the dernand for
reprisals.

*“ No more aro the Russians spoken of with
contempt in spite of the frightful losses which
they have sufiered. The New Year, therofore,
promises much good as I believe ; & less partisan

2 | 1adgment of the enemy and consc%uenﬂy a

clearer view of the advantages and disadvan.

RIOTS IN BELGIUM.
* [FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRRESTONDENT.)
AMSTERDAM, Jas. 11.

The Brussels correspondent of the Tele-
graaf states thet typhoid and inflamumation of
the lungs have been oxtremely provalent during
the last fow doys in the German Army and havo
caused many deaths.

Bread riots are ocourring among tho working
class in thoe district of Harcinelle. The police aro
Testoring order, and measures are being adopted
to meet the prevailing distress duo to famine,

JAPANESHE ENVOY TO THE
VATICAN.

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)

. - - ROME, Jax. 8.
ious ofder in Rome having a branch
in_ Tolyo:has received information that the
Japaneso  Government intends sending an
Envoy Extraordinary to the Holy Seo to con.
gratulite the ‘Pope on his accession to the
throne and to cstablish diplomatic relations
with: the Vatican.

RECRUITING FOR THE INDIAN

ARMY.

(FRO3 OUR CORRESPONDENT.)

o DELHI, Jax. 9.
Redruiting for the Tndian Army is procceding
most satisfactorily, the December figures ox.
ceedirig thoso of any previous month. Urgently

needed rain has fallen in ports of the United
Provinces and the Punjab,

do not believo that the | J

WALFISH BAY, Jay. §.

The whaling station 20 miles to the north
‘ward was occupied simultaneously with Walfist
Bay. Tho troops have sinco been extendec
to embrace tho cable houso, & few miles beyanc
the whaling station, as well as the wells a
Sandfontein, four miles to the south-east.—
Reuter.

THE INTERNED IN HOLLAND

NEW QUARTERS FOR THE
PRISONERS.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)
AMSTERDAY, Jax. 10.

My Groningen correspondent states that as the
infantry barracks at that place, in which hithertc
the interned British prisoners were quartored
are needed within' o few days for tho Nether
lands recryits of the 1915 levy, new sheds have
been, erected on ground opposito tho barracks
behind the gaol.

“This ground has been utilized up till now a:
o drill ground and playing field. Ttis besutiful
situated. on the outskirts of & very fine wao
Theso wooden sheds have been built in a fow
weeks, but oro as comfortable as possible unde:
the circumstances. The officers’ quarters arc
situated very close to the wood, each officer
having o room to himself, while the rank and
filo are quarter in.three largo shods, whict
affori sufficient room for the threo interned
bottalions from the Hawke, Collingwood, anc
Benbow. Tho sheds aro well lined for protection
sgainet the cold.

Behind the sheds is the kitchen, which i
made fiveproof with asbestos. Thero are good
washing oments and 20 cabins for showe:
beths, " provided with hot water, Tunning
porallel with the dormitories. Thers is o large
recreation room, cepable of holding 1,500 men,
whero porformances of all kinds can bo giver
and Church services held. Thero aro also ¢
library and gymunasium and o post-office at
the entrance to the grounds, ‘and a sufficient
space for a pl:a'ing field.

The interned men havo enjoyed considerable
liberty, being allowed to visit tho town freely
in_small parties, and they have thus become
friendly with meny of the inhabitants,

EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS,
s K ROME, Jax. 10,
The Berlin. correspondent of the Messagerc
says that Germeny has informed the United
States that'sho is _ready to exchango 5,000

British prisoners.—Central News.

The Defence Of Egypt. (FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.).

The Times (London, England), Monday, Jan 11, 1915
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TURKISH ARMENEANS
IN ARMED REVOLT

Were Ready to Join Russian
Invaders, Having Drilled
and Collected Arms.

SEE DAY OF DELIVERANCE

Native Paper Says They Are Pre-
pared for Any Sacrifice—Refuse
to Join Turkish Army.

PETROGRAD, Nov. 12. — Reports
reaching the Russian capital from the
Turkish border attach lncreasing impor-
tance to the part the Armenians are
playing in the Russo-Turkish war.

In several] towns occupied by the Rus-
sfans the Armenian students have shown
themselves ready to join the invading
army, explaining that they had pre-
pared themselves for the Russian ap-
proach by constant drilling and by
gathering arms secretly, All along the
line of march, according to these dis-
patches, the Armenian peasants are re-
ceiving the Russian troops with enthu-

slasm and giving provisions to them
friﬂylx r, referring to

An Armenian newspaper, .
thigucrisis in the history of Armenia,
publishes the following:

““The long-anticipated day of deliver-
ance for the Turkish Armenlans is at
hand, and the Armenians are prepared
for any sacrifice made necessary by the
performance of their manifest duty.

From this border country there have
come to Petrograd further reports of
armed conflicts arising from the refusal
of Armenians to become Turkish con-
scripts and to surrender their arms.

1t is now rmmored that the important.
City of Van is today besieged by Arme-
nian guerrilla bands in great force. I.ré
Feitun the nuimber of insurgents is sal
to exceed 20,000, and they are reported
to have defeated all the Turkis}l troops
sent against them, causing heavy losses
to the Turks.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




THE BATTLE OF
THE CANAL.

FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT.

FIGHTING ON LAND AND
WATER.

We are able to publish this morning a full
and accurate account, rcccived yesterday
from Our Special Correspondent at Ismailia,
of the Battle of the Suez Canal.

The bare outlines of the fighting, which
reached its climaz on February 2, have been
recorded alrcady. Our Correspondent is now
in @ position to describe it as a whole, and to
add ¢ nuwmber of dramatic details which
marked the first, and most unsuccessful, at-
tempt of the Turks to invade Bgupt.

"(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)
ISMAILIA, Fes. 10.

Though skirmishing had taken place between
the enemy’s’ reconnoitring parties and our out-
posts during the latter part of January, the
main attack was not developed until February 2,
when the enemy began to move towards the
Ismailia Forry. They  met a reconnoitring
party of Indian troops of all arms, and a
desultory engagement ensued, to- which a
violent sandstorm put a dudden end abous
3 o'clock in the afternoon. The main attacking
forco pushed forward towards its destination
after nightfall. From 25 to 30 galvanized iron
poutoon boats, seven and & half metres in
length, which had been dragged in carts across
the desert, were hauled by hand towards the
water, -with one or two rafts made of kerosine
tins in & wooden frame, All was ready for the
attack.’

The firsb warning of the enemy’s approach
Wwas given by a sentry of o mountain battery,
who heard, to him, an unknown tongue across
the water. The noise soon inereased. It would
scem that Mudjah Idoen (* Holy Warriors 7' )}—
said to be mostly old Tripoli fighters—accom.
panied the pontoon section and Regulars of
the 75th Regiment, for loud exhortations ofton

As the dark, cloudy night lightenod towards
dawn fresh forces came into action. The
Turks, who occupied the outer, or day line, of
the Tussum post advanced, covered by artillery,
egainst the Indian troops holding the inner, or
night position, while an Arab regiment advanced
sgainst the Indian troops at the Serapeum

<t

The warships on the Canal and lake joined
in the fray. The enemy brought somo six
batteries of fiold guns into action from the
slopes west of Kataib-el-Kheil. Shells ad-
mirably fused made fine practico at all the
visible targets, but failed to tind tho battery
ebove mentioned, which, with some help from
o detachment of infantry, beat down the fire
of tho riflemen on the opposite bank, and
inflicted heavy losses on tho hostile supports
advancing towards the Canal. A chance salvo
wounded four men of the battery, but it ran
more risk from a party of about 20 of the
enomy who had crossed the Canal in the dark
and sniped the gunners from the rear till they
wore finally rounded up by the Indian cavalry
and compelled to surrender. :

CHARGE OF THE INDIANs.

Bupported by land naval artillery the Indian
troops took the offensive. The Serapeum
garrison, which had stopped the enemy three-
quartors of a mile from the position, cleared
its front, end the Tussum garrison by a brilliant
counter-attack- drove the enemy back. Two
battalions of Anatolians of tho 98th Regiment
woro thrown vainly into the fight. Our arillery

- gave thom no chance, and by .3.30. in the
afternoon & third of the enemy, with the
exception of a forco that lay hid in bushy
hollows on the east bank betwoen the two

osts, were in full retroat, leaving many dead, a
large proportion of whom had beon killed by
shrapnel.

i . WarsHIPS IN AcTIiON.

Meenwhile the warships on the Lake had
been in action. A salvo from a battleship
woke up Ismailia €arly, and crowds.of soldiers
end some civilians climbed ‘every available
sandhill to seo what was doing .till the.Turkish

guus sent shells sufficiently near to convince
them that it was safer to watch from cover
A husband and wife took a carriage and drove
along the Lake front, much peppered by shells,
till near the old I'rench hospital, when they
realized the danger and suddenly whisked
round and drove back full gallop to Ismailia.
But the enemy’s fire did more than startle.
At about .11 in the morning two .6in. shells
hit the Hardinge ncar the southern entrance
of the Leke. The first damaged the funnel
and the secand burst inboard.  Pilot Carew,
a gallant old merchant seaman, refused to go
below when the firing opened and .lost o leg.
NLi.ne others were wounded. One or two mer-
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in Arabic of “ Brothers dic for the faith; we
can die<but once,” betrayed the enthusiastic
irregular.

The Egyptians waited till the Turks were
guslu‘ng their boats into the water; then the

{axims attached to the battery suddenly spoke
end the guns opened with case at point blank
range at the men and boats crowded under the
steep bank opposite them.

A GALLANT TORPEDO-BOAT.

Iinmedintely a violent fire broke out on both
sides of the Canal, the enemy replying to the
rifles and machine gun fire and the battery
on our bank. Around the guns it svas impossibie
to stand up, but the gunners stuck to the work,
inflicting terrible punishment.

A little torpedo-boat with a crew of 13
patrolling the Canal dashed up and landed a
party of four officors and men to the south of
Tussum, who climbed up the eastern bank and
found themselves in a Turkish trench, and
escaped by a miracle with the nows. Promptly
the midget dashed in between the fires and
enfiladed the eastorn hank amid a hail of bullets,
oand destroyed several Eontoon boats lying
unlaunched on tho bank. It continued to
harass the enemy, though two officers and two
men woro wounded.

were hit, but no lives were lost.
A British gunboat was struck.

A Dramaric Duer.

Then came a dramatic duel between the
Turkish big gun or guns and s warship. The
Turks fired just over and then: just short of
9,000 yards. 'The warship sent in a salvo
3&’ more 6in. shells than had been fired that

ay.

During’ the morning the enemy moved to-
wards Ismailia ferry. The infantry used the
ground well, digging shelter pits as.they ad-
vanced, and. were covered by a well-served
battery. An officer, apparently & German,
exposed -himself with the greatest daring,
and watchers were interested to see & yellow
“ pie dog,” which also. escaped, running about
 the advaneing line. Our artillery shot admirably
end kept the enemy from coming within 1,000
'yards of the Indian outposts. In the after-
noon the. demonstration—for it was no more—
ceased but for a few shells fired as “a night-
cap.”  During the dark night that followed
some of the enemy approached the outpost
line of the ferry position with a dog, but nothing
happened, and day found thern gone.

. THE Arrack oN En KANTaRA. |

At the same time as the fighting ceased at |
the ferry it died down at El Kantara. There
the Turks, after a plucky night attack, came

RouxNpING UP THE PRISONERS.

With this the fighting ended, and the subse-
quent operations were confined to rounding
up " prisoners and to the capture of a con-
siderable amount of military material left bo-
hind. The Turks who departed with their
zuns and baggage during the night of the 3rd
still seerped to be moving eastward. X

So ended the battle of the Suez Canal. Our
losses have been amazingly small, totalling
about 111 killed and wounded. Our oppo-
nents have probably lost nearly 3,000 men.
The Indian troops bore the brunt of the fighting
end were well supported by the British and
French warships and by the Egyptian troops.
The Turks fought ‘bravely and their artillery
shot well if unluckily, but the intentions of the
higher command are still a puzzle to British
officers.

Did Djemal Pasha intend to try to break
through our position under cover of demonstra-
tions along a front over 90 miles in len ath with
a total force, perhaps, of 25,000 men, or was he

ttempting a 1 issance in force ? If
tho former is tho case, he must have had a low
idea of British leadership or an amazing belief
in the readiness and ability of sym-
pathizers in Egypt to support the Turk.
Certainly he was misinformed as to our posi-
tions, and on the 4th we buried on the eastern
bank the bodies of two men, apparently Syrians
or Egyptians, who were found with their
hands tied and their eyes bandaged. Probably
they were guides who had been summarily
killed, having unwittingly led the enemy astray.
If, on the other hand, Djemal Pasha was
'a pting a i it was a costly
business and gave General Wilson a very
bandsome victory.

THE TURKISE ADVANCE.

Till the last week of Janusry there had been
some doubt as to the road by which the Otto-
man Commander-in-Chief in Syria intended to
advance on the Canal. Before the end of the
month it was quite clear that what was then
believed to' be the Turkish advanced guard,
having marched with admirablo rapidity from
Beorshoba vie ‘1l Auja, Djebel Libni, - and
Dijifjaffa, was concentrating in the valleys just
east of Kataib-el-Kheil, a group of hills lying
about 10 miles east of the Canal, where it enters
Lake Timsah. A smaller column detached
from this forco was sighted in the hills east of
Ismailia Ferry. Smallor bodies had appeared
in the noighbourhood of El Kantara and
betweon Sucz and the Bitter Lakes.

By the night of February 1 the enemy had
prepared his plan of attack. "To judge both from
his movements . during the next. two days and
the documents found on prisoners and slain, it
was proposed to attack El Kantara while making
& demonstration at El Ferdan further south,
and provent reinf at the first d
post. Tho domonstration at Ismailia Ferry by
tho right wing of the Kataib-el-Kheil - force
which had been partly refused till then in order
to prevent a counter-attack from the Farry,
was designed to occupy the attention of the
1 Ismailia géarn'son, while the main attack was
| delivered between the Tussum post, eight miles
south of Ismailia, and the Serapeum post, some
, three miles farther south. Eshref Bey’s highly
i irregular force in the meantime was to demon-
|

: strato near Suez.
i The selection of. the Tussum and Serapown

*section as the principal objective was dictated

both by the consideration that success hero.

would bring the Turks a few miles from Ismailia,

“and by the information received from patrols’

that the west bank of the Canal between the

- posts, both of which may be described as bridge-
Eeads, were unoccupied by our troops. The
wost bank hetween the posts is stcep and
imu.rked by a long, narrow Lelt of trees. The
s east bank also falls steeply to the Canal, but
behind it are numerous hollows, full of brush-
wood, which 'give good cover. Hore the
enemy’s advanced parties ostablished them-
solves- and entrenched bofore'the main attack
was, delivered,

LATE WAR NEWS.

WORK. OF FRENCH WARSHIPS.
_ (FROM OUR owN CORRESPONDENT.)
PARIS, Frs. 12.

“In the course of the recent attack on the
Suez Canal the French warships Requin -and

to grief on our wire entar

attempt to advance from the south-east was
forced back by an advance of the Indisn
troops. The attack, during which it was neces-
sary to advance on & narrow front over ground
often marshy with recent inundations against
our strong position, never had & chance. Indeed
:;lele enemy were only engaged with our outpost

0.

Late in the afternoon of the 8rd there was
sniping from the east bank between Tussum
and Serapeum and a man was killed in the tops
of a British - battleship. Next morning the
sniping was renewed, and the Indian troops
moving out to search the ground found several
hundred of the enemy in the hollow previously
mentioned. During the fighting some of the
enemy either by accident or design held up
their hands, while others fired on the Punjabis
who were advancing to take the surrender and
killed a British officer. A sharp fight with the
cold steol followed, and a British officer killed
a Turkish officer with & sword thrust in single
combat. The body of a German officer with &
white flag was afterwards found here, but there
is no proof that the white flag was used.
Finally all the enemy were killed, captured, or
Put to flight.

d t 5 buted" with suceess to
the defence of the Canal. 'The Requin silenced
heavy Turkish guns and the d’Entrecasteaux
dispersed large. groupings of the enemy. There
were no casualties on either ship.

*,* TheRequin-is an.old -battleship, reconstracted
in 1901, which has been used for gunrery school pur-
poses, her largest armament being two 10-8in. guns.
‘Fhe d’Entrecasteaux is ‘a protected cruiser, built in

1894, with two 9:4in,.and~1 5-bin, guns.

The Battle Of The Canal. (FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.).
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FIGHT FOR THE
"HOLY LAND.

SIR A. MURRAY'S
VICTORY.

20,000 TURKS
DEFEATED. -

900 PRISONERS.

Telegraphing on March 28 the General
Officer  Commanding-in-Chief in Bgypt
reports i— & 4

" We advanced our troops a distance of 15
miles from Rafe to Wadi Chuzze [Gozal
five miles south of Gaza, to cover construc-
tion of railway.

On 26th and 27th wo were heavily engaged
in this neighbourhood: with a force of about
20,000 of the encmy.

We inflicted very heavy losses on him and
have taken 900 prisoners, including General
Commanding and whole Divisional Staff of
53rd Turkish Division.

This figure includes four Austrian officers
and 32 Austrian and German other ranks.

We also captured two Austrian 4-2 inch
howitzers.

All troops behaved splendidly, especially
troops of Welsh, Xent, Sussex, Hereford,
Middlesex, and Surrey Regiments and the
Anzao and Yeomanry mounted troops.

THE NEW CRUSADE.

DISAPPOINTMENT OF THE
KAISER’S HOPES,

The district of Gaza, which has from imme-
morial times been a stronghold of the Holy Land,
is within 50 miles of Jerusalem. That this dis-
triet has now been reached by British soldiers
must give rise to many thoughts in British and
German as well as in Turkish minds. It is now
20 years since the Kaiser made his progress
through Palestine and the East, and, in the spirit
of the new crusade, cast his mantle over Moslem
and Christian alike. The political dreams which
led to that visit are now in process of being
shattered, and the Holy Land, it would seem, is
on the eve of heing rescued from a regime which,
through centuries, has held it in bondage.

The vietorious progress of the British arms is
largely duo to the remarkable way in which roads
and railways have been pushed across the desert.
When the enemy was crushed at Romani last
August that place was a railhead, and from
the above report it appears that the line has now
been carried over 100 miles farther to the east.

- Since our retreat from Katia last spring the
operations which have now carried our troops
into Palestine have been an unbroken series of
successes. The principal engagements have been
the following :—

August 4.—A forco of 18,000 Turks beaten at
Romani ;. 3,930 prisoners taken in the battle and sub.
sequent pursuit.

December 21.—El Arish occupied after being for
two years in the hands of tho enemy.

December 23.—Turks overwhelmed a$ Magzdhaba ;
1,350 prisoners. ‘

January 9.—Capture of Rafa, with 1,600 prisoners.

March 6.—Turks abandoned a very shong posi-
tion between Rafa and Beer Sheba, the enemy’s base.

THE ARAB WORLD.
ITS PAST AND ITS FUTURE.

The /bllozving article is by the author of
the article on the ¥ Clean Fighting Turl:”
which was published in “ The Times” of
February 20. He is a distinguished autho-
ity on Oriental affairs.

The fall of Baghdad has brought the British
people direetly into touch with the Arab world—
that world of noise, bustle, passion, and rhetoric
which has lain under the deadening influence of
the various Turkish dynasties near upon a
thousand years. At this moment the Arab race

2 sad tacle, divided, scattered, and
tattered by war, revolution, conquest, and de-
liberate misgovernment, yet onc not devoid of
promise. When the Arab has met civilization
in the past the marriage of intellects has been

i The nature of the issue is demon-

{ruitful.
strated by the ruins which scatter Syria, Meso-
potamia, and Irak. . .

The groves of columns at Tadmor, the vast
temple of Baalbek, the palace of Al Hadhr, the
hippodrome of Gerash, the theatrc of Animan,
the basilicas of the Hauran and North Syria,
the mosques.and tombs of Damascus, the desert
castles of Kerak, Salkhad, and El Nejin, are wit-
nesscs to results of tho mating of the Arah
mind with the successive_cultares. of Greece,
Rome, Parthia, Persia, Byzantium, and the
Franks,

* though the Arabs were conquerors, yet were they

" hands and feet, show he is in body as true to type

By the strange movements of the web of fate
the British in Baghdad now come once more
face to face with the Arab world for the first
time since the last English, Irish, and Scottish
Crusaders left the Holy Land. For_though
Egypt is Arab in tongue, the western desert in
name, it is not until you arrive at Baghdad that
you reach that roaring, chirking, clattering,
arguing, bellowing, . demonstrative world ¢f
Rabelaisian ‘jest, caustic satire, plaintive poctry, -
majestie verse, caleulated rhetorie, prel
sive inveetive, subtle flattery, remorseless logie,
and strident, ear-piereing din which stretehes to
the Mediterraneun coast on the west, the
Kurdish hills on the east, and the rugged fringes
of the Taurus on the ‘north, that ‘space of ecarth
which the old Arabian geographers named Lrak,
Jazirah, Shamiych, Suriya, and Filistin,

FROM PROSPERITY TO DESOLATION,

Qutwardly the Arabian world of to-day is
unprepossessing ; squalor, poverty, and noise
are its outward habiliments. As one who has
some faith in the future, I dread the reaction
which may take place in English minds when
the public realizes what a land of ruin and deso-
lation the Turks bave made of what was once
the centre of a prosperity which had endured for
3,000 years. .

The Arab is physically and intelectuaily as
virile as he ever was, buf superfieially ho is un.
recognizable from his former self. In tho early
days of the Abbasid Caliphate, not only was the
Arab world prosperous, but we have records of an
claboration of government and a complexity of
administration which would astonish those who
are only acquainted with the social and political
conditions under which Arabs live to-day.

The Baghdad of Harun-al-Rashid was not a
disorderly agglomeration of tortuous streets,
picturesque ruins, pointed arches, slender
minarets, ragged awnings, and crumbling walls.
It was built on a rigid system with bhroad
avenues, named and ordered quarters, solid and
businesslike Government offices, square towers,
and massive walls. It was not inhabited by a
squalid and ragged population, sunken in disease
and poverty, but was an'orderly eapital with a
perfect police system, regular cantonments of
troops, colleges, observatorics, exchanges, law
courts, hospitals, poor houses, public baths, trade
unions, and guilds. There, was' society in
Baghdad: wifs and poets, philosophers and
statesmen, lexicographers, learned doctors and
metaphysici met and 1 in schools
and assemblies. . Through the pages of the old
chroniclers one gets small glimpses of that extra-
ordinary and claborate world which pivoted on
Baghdad, for Baghdad was not an oasis in the
wilderness; Damascus, Kirkisiya, Ragga, Mosul,
Ras-ul-Airi, Erbil, and scofes more. great cities

surrounded it. Now mhny ;f;héﬁ;a}: marked by

mere undulations in the soil.

Such was the Arab world which pushed forth
armies to furthest Turkestan, and had, before the
building of Baghdad, stretched out its advance
guards: beyond the Pyrenees. And be it said,

not' destroyers.  So long as the lordship of Islam
was in Arab hands, intellegt, architecture, and
commerce flourished. Frequently oppressors,
often tyrants, the provincial Governors of the
Arab Caliphs hardly ever left 2 province without
adding to it some monument or institution.

. CAUSES OF DECAY.

Whence comes, then, this desolation' and
wretchedness of to-day ?, In the days of Charle-
magne Europe was emerging from the darkest
chasm of history, and Baghdad was at its zenith;
to-day the flourishing, provinces of which
Baghdad was the Imperial capital are deserts,
and of Baghdad itself there only remains a
purlieu of 140,000 souls where 2,000,000 once
subsisted in afffuence. Has the Arab degene-
rated ? What explanation can account for the
utter collapse of this'people ? Degencrate in the
truc.sonse the Arab certainly is not; you will
find his memory as acute, his wit as nimble, his
senso of humour as keen, his observation as
direet, as in the days of Ibu Batuta, Aby Nowas,
or Frl Tabari. Lithe and supple, of good phy-
sique. his perfect features, glossy hair, small

as his puns, oratory, wit, and-astuteness prove
his mind to be unaltering ; yet he who gave
civilization and order to a third of Asia and the
whole of North Africa now lives on a dunghill
emidst flies and ruins. What is the answer to
the enigma ?
. 1 think the answer is that the Arab intelléct
-is ong that only produces itself to the utmost
by contact with other minds. For centuries the
Arab of Arabia, which is the Arab of isolation,
has remained in tho same position, neither
advaneing nor retiring, absolutely changeless.
In the days of tho Prophet the Arabs of Arabia
were, as to-day, intensely aristocratic in senti-
ment as regards birth and breed, desultory but
courageous warriors, brilliant, poets, fine con-
versationalists, and astute diplomatists. The
Arabs that Arabia hes put forth have been what-
soever the contacts they established with the
outer world made them.
When they met Rome they produced Palmyra,
when they met Byzantium they produced the
brilliant "Ommayad civilization, when they
absorbed Sassanian  culture they produced
Baghdad, when they invaded Spain they pro-
duced Cordova, but when they were in turn
subjected to the Turks, not by conquest, but by
the infiltration of Turkish dynasties and the
‘Turcofication of the mercenary armies of the
- petty States, the Arabs were divorced from civili-
zation and intellectual eontact; they lost all the
trappings of material civilization, kecping only
their fiery hearts, their agile thoughts, their
poetry, and their individuality. The Turk has
ot been able to oppress an Arab and reduce him
to slav_ery and sullen bondage as he could
Armenians, Bulgarians, and Grecks. The Arab
remained the intellectual superior of his master; |
the Turks could fight and bully, divide and rule, |
tho Turk could reduce all Arabistan to ruins,
hut he could not make the Arab admit Turkish
superiority. But just as tho Greck, Roman,
Byzant-l{xe. Sassanian, and Spanish contacts
were fruitful, so the Turco-Arab contact has been

sterile, fruitful only in ruins,

TURKISH MISDEEDS.

Turkish policy towards the Arabs has been
consistently destructive. By means of the sale
of land taxes a class of publican, or tax-farmers,
has grown up, which battens on tho poverty of |:
the peasantry, encourages rapacity in the land-
Jord, and paralyses agricultural industry, In
the cities the Turks have encouraged faction |,
and feud until every municipality is a secthing
mass of intrigue and hatred, amid - which public
works are neglected and epidemies gain year by
year. On the country-side conscription and
grinding taxation bine to ruin the p -

PARCELS FOR PRISONERS.

——— e
SIR STARR JAMESON’S REPLY
TO "CRITICISMS.

" Sir L. Starr Jameson, chairman of the Central
Prisoners of War Committee, writing from the
offices of the committee, 4, Thurloc-place, S.W.7,
says he desires, in view of the various criticisms in
the Press and by members of the House of Commons,
and seeing that some time must pass before the Par-

i C

by the spread of venereal disease, the unsettle- |
ment of family life, and the impoverishment of
every essential factor. The breeds of cattlo |'
degeneratd through want of winter fodder, the |’
forests are burnt for charcoal, higlway robbery
checks communieations, deliberato fostering of
local feuds prevents the possibility of cobpera-
tion and common action. In the desert the
Turks intrigne among the tribal chiefs, st one
8gainst  another, encouraging lawlessness,
plundering, and tribal war. The assets of the
country are bartered away in rascally con-
cessions to Levantine financiers, and such rail-
ways as exist carry with them a load of scan- |,
dalgus stipulations’ caleulated to suit the stra-
tegic aims of Gierman soldiers, the eommereial |;
aims of German and Levantine middlemen, the |1
pockets of Stambul patriots,” and one and all |!
to retard the natural development of the country, |}
The Arabs, under such influences as these, have |
seen their cities and agriculture wither away, |]
and, being easily divided, have sunk back into
the misery from which they had emerged in a |*
blaze of glory. [
Let us be frank ; the Arab has been steam-
rollered by history, and has suffered in the pro-
cess. In the marshes of lower Mesopotamia,
whither he has fled from- taxation and oppres
sion, he is as a wild animal, his hand against
cvery man’s. He has known no government
that did not mean oppression, extortion and
slavery, he has known no neighbour who was not
an enemy ; the marsh Arab knows no law, he is
desperate and untameable. The forces which
have turned his land from a garden to a swamp
have changed him from a prosperous husband- | .
man into an amphibious predatory savage. The
Arab of Korbella and Nejef, isolated from the
rest of the Arab world by schism and feud, hugs
himself in proud isolation, lacerating his mind
with ancient griefs and indignation, and holding
fiercely aloof from contact with strangers.
., The Arab of good family, of the cities of
Syria, with all his brains and intelligence, is
ded and kled by the atroci system
of government under which he has lived. For
such 2 one to enter into the civil service is to
enter into a nest of corruption ; to go in for
municipal politics is to be the pawn of in-
triguing governors ; to go into the army is to
be a marked man ; to remain in the city draw-
ing his income from his lands is to bo exposed
to every temptation which isolation and idle- |
ness ¢an offer ; for the Turks see to it that
any man who rises above his fellows must either
he corrupted or crushed. The Arab peasant,
wherover the Arab land is tilled, is the anvil
smitten by a hundred hammers, yet he toils on
in spite of tax gatherers, Tecruiting . sergeants,
highwaymen, raiders, and rapacious officials.
The Bedawi of the desert flees from the bonds of
settled life_as a bird from a limed twig ; ho
moeks at the universe ; to him city or village *
is slavery ; better it is to live out in the parching
desert, ever wandering in search of scanty pas-
ture, than to fall.into those toils of slavery.

THE SPARK OF VITALITY.

Yet though the Arabs are brought to this pass,
there are sure and certain indications that after
conturies of deforming and errant circurnstance
they have within them still that eternal spark |1
of vitality which enabled them to beget great-" ¢
ness in the past. The Syrians, Moslems, an
Christians who go to America and dive into th
sea of 80 million of Caucasian people, rise to | ;

the surface, doctors, lawyers, journalists, and
merchants, or else return to their homes laden
with moncy the result of their labour in an
open market. In Aléppo you may see to-day
modern houses and buildings showing uncommon
architectural originality and taste, European in
outline, but purely Arab in thought and concep-
tion. 'In Egypt the Arab from the Turkish pro-
vinces rises to the highest posts in the civil
service.  In the desert the flarne of poetry burns
as brightly as in the days of Muta-Nebi. On
the Mcditerrancan littoral, in spitc of administra-
tive folly and wickedness, the towns have grown
and prospered by contact with the world.

To-day a little breezs of life is stirring in the
Arab world.  Isolated, dispersed, sundered by
creed and geographical circumstance, warped as
they are by misfortune, nevertheless there is
among the Arabs a movement toward cohesion,
& now sense of being. There is an Arab move-
ment, vague, undefined, at times almost imper-
ceptible, yet it exists. The common tongue, the
reommon vitality, the pride of race, the great
| memories of the past combine to stimulate
I through the Arab world a little throbbing pulse
of life. The Arabs are so ancient and so un-
conquered a people that there is not yet 2 sense
of nationalism, the Arabs are in a pre-nationalist
state ; but the racial sense is strong and deep,
the pride of race is deeper still, the desire to
realize their destiny is a growing force.

At this moment the British are in Baghdad.
The Turks, please God, are going from the lands
thoy have ruined and broken. The Arabs are
ori the verge of 2 new contact, contact with the
post-war Europe that is not yet. What may
come of it who ean tell ? ~ Approached as
‘“ natives ” or in “ a white man’s burden ” manner
ithe Arab will shut up like an oyster. Ap-
proached as what he is, in the light of what he
was (and if the teachings of 2,000 ycars of his-
tory mean anything again shall be), the Arab of
the future will prove to be one of the great
world-assets.. _ Fi tol humility,
and understanding are the qualities which those
who would help to raise this people must pray
for. To help the Arab once again to greatness,
to partnership in the fruitfulness of the earth, to
break the spell of the Turanian destroyer, and
begin afresh the great story of Semitic civiliza-
tion is more than an Imperial task—it is a con-
tribution to the falfilment of the destiny of man-
kind.

can. report, to summarize
again the information already given to the public,
and so perhaps to relieve the anxiety of friends and
i relatives of prisoners of war. He makes the following
points :— X

‘That the Central Committee only supplies dircetly
some 5,500 prisoners. The others, some 28,000 in
number, are supplied as before by regimental care
committees and approved associations, working
under the Central Committee. )

‘Chat the supply of bread from Denmark and Swit-
zerland wus only arranged for because the prisoners
themselves complained that that sent from England
arrived in a bad state, being as a rule sour. .

The’ German railways carried no parcels at all
from December 15 to 25, on account of the congestion
due to Christmas. From January 7 to 27 the German
railway service was much disorganized owing to
snow and storms, and buge quantitics of parcels
accumulated in Germany and the subsequent distri-
bution was most irregular.  Records of dispatches and
the acknowledgment cards show the most extraor
dinary irregularity in the arrival of parcels; often a
man will receive in February a parcel sent off in the
first ‘week in December, while he may have pre-
visouly received intermediate ones. Or he recelves
quite a block at one time, and so on. Over 142,000
parcels have been sent by the Central Prisoners of
‘War Committee to the men for whom packing is donet
abt 4, Thurloe-place, and up lo date some 40,000
posteards of ackmowledgment have been received.
That dispatch is absolutely regular can be readly
proved. Bub after making all allowances for uncer-
tain factors, therc is written proof to show that
50 per cent. of the parcels which leave Thurloe-place
reach the hands of the prisoners. o

The Central Ce i and the diffe t organ:
tions throughout the country have nothing to do
with the parcels from the moment the postal authori-
ties take them over. At Thurloe-place they are
placed in bags, which are sealed on the premises by
the Post Oftice officials. 1f they are nob delivered,
the one remedy is by negotiation and protest betwden
the Governments. -

6 is known that Germanyijis short of food and that
i i as the blockad. i It
must, under present circumstances, be 2 great tempta-
tion to hungry men charged with the conveyance
through Gernany of parcels, which they know contain
food, to open and make use of their contents. It is
now the practice in the parent camps to open all tins
before giving them to the prisoners and, as this cannot
be done at the working camps, the men in the latter
loose their parcels. We have protested vigorously
against, this practice through the Foreign Offico and
cplisted the kind offices of the International Red
Cross, but so far without avail.

“ My Committce,” Sir Starr, Jameson concludes,
“was tho first to suggest inquiry ; we welcome and
have always welc d iticisms and suggestion:
of fair-minded men. Till the Parliamentary Inquiry,
which we have been promised, is held, we ask the
public to b, that a atively small
number of instances arc nob necessarily typical of
the whole, that the subject is large and complex, and
that the defects, whatever they may be, must not,
in common fairness, be too hastily assumed to lie on
this side of the North Sea.”

EXPERIMENTAL AEREROPLANES,
————e
MANUFACTURE FORBIDDEN EXCEPT
UNDER LICENCE.

The Minister of Munitions has made an Order
under the Defence of the Realm Kegulations that
on and after April 1, 1917, no person shall withont
o Jicence from the Minister of Munitions commence
or proceed with the experimental manufacture of
any acroplane or scaplane or any part thereof other
than any kind of acro-engine. T’rovided that where
a first apptication for g licence under the Order
shail have been made and is pending for the carrying
on of any experimental manufacture, which has been :
commenced before April 1, nothing in the Order shall
prohibit the carrying on of such manufacture until
the licence shall have been refused.,

For the purpose of the Order experimental mann-
facture means any manufacture which is not under’
or for the direct purpose of fulfilling a Government
contract, and includes the preparation of working
drawings, but not the preparation of general arrange- |
ment drawings. All persons desirous of obtaining .
licences for cxperimental manufacture should apply
in writing to the C Acronautical Supplies,
Air Board Office, London, W.C., giving full pas
ticu!prsdut the manufacture for which the licence is
required. N i

?Ehs: Order is not intended to prevent and discourage }
the. design of new machines, but only to prevent
useless expenditure of labour and materials upon
designs and machines which have no Prospect of

The Department desires to give overy
possible encouragement to original design, and ny
obstacle will be placed in tho way of any persons
where there is any reasonable likelihood of their
being able to produce a useful design.

e,
o ————————

The Actors’ Association will hiold its annual general
meeting next Sunday, at ‘6 o'clock, at the Ambassa-
dors Theatre. = Sir George Alexander will preside,
The crisis in the history of the theatre will be dis-
cussed, and every memnber of the profession, whether
:L“medmbcr of tho association or not, is invited to
attend.

Fight For TheHoly Land.
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